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LOMBARDY TOWNS OF ITALY,

VISUALISE in your mind’s eye the photograph of a

beautiful place and an ‘‘ impression ” of it in water-
colour or etching or mezzotint. Note the difference. The
one is accurate—absolutely, relentlessly accurate. The other
is all vagueness of outline, ‘‘ atmosphere,” mystery. In
thé former, nothing is omitted. Everything that the rays
of light can penetrate is reproduced. - It stands before you
exactly as it is. The truth of it is beyond dispute. You
cannot get away from its awful veracity. Yet there is
something missing—something essential. It has no 'soul.
It is a dead thing. All the meaning of it hds escaped the
photographic lens. One wearies of it, because it is shallow,
without depths.

On the other hand, an impression "’ is often far
nearer the real truth than this. It may not be exactly
as the thing s, but it often gives a clearer impression of
how the thing looks. The artist has caught something
more important than mere outline and detail: he has

bricks. At the end of his eulogies one sees nothing.
Usually he is far too ‘‘eloquent’ for easy under-
standing. Here, for example, is how he puts one of
Goethe’s aphorisms “in another way ”: “ A traveller
is one building a fair house in the mind: but he must
bave a stout framework of knowledge before he can lay
on the shingles of observation.” Personally, we prefer
Goethe.

Again, in his description of the ~treasury of Monza
Cathedral, he blurs the effect by striving to include
too much in his word-painting. Here is part of his
description : ““ Crosses, cups, vases, medallions, chalices,
monstrances, pyxes, crucifixes, statuettes, lamps, candel-
abra, platters, mitres, coffers, goblets, ewers, urns,
épergnes, reliquaries, vessels of every shape and size,
all glittering in gold or silver, embossed, engraved,
perforated, damascened, intagliated, relieved sumptuously
with figures and designs, and in large part set with
iridescent gems, cymophanous or prismatic as the chang-
ing hues of the chameleon. 2’ It reads like a
page out of a dictionary, conveying no meaning— only
words. The sentence — which, by the way, is not

caught something of its soul, its romance, the greatness finished—is typical of the literary style in which the
for which it stands. For each beauty has its own expres- THE BESTOWAL OF DECORATIONS IN THE FRENCH ARMY : AN book is written. X

sion, its own atmosphere—even its own mood. This the OFFICER RECEIVING THE ACCOLADE FROM A FRENCH GENERAL. Nothing escapes his eye: he tells us everything—and
camera misses. This the artist reflects. And just as a This interesting photograph was taken recently at a certain place yet, because he tells us everything, perhaps, we really

photograph is often less like the object than a pencil in France during the of b ing military & on see nothing. He is as greedy of facts as Baedeker

drawing, so there are writers who .can describe ‘people officers and men who have distinguished themselves in the war.
and places with absolute accuracy,
and yet convey nothing of those

Photograph by Sport and General,

himself, and he presents them to us almost as fonmally.
One longs for the “ human " touch,
for the sign of poetry and im-

things which alone make them vital
and real. The body is described ;
the soul is. missing. Moreover, so
enthusiastic do they become over
the body that, metaphorically speak-
ing, they start a post-moriem ex-
amination and wax exceedingly
eulogistic over the separate pieces.
They possess all the expert know-
ledge, and all the lack of imagination,
of a dissector. .

And such a writer is Mr. Egerton
R. Williams—at least, to some
extent. In his new book, “ Lom-
bardy Towns of Ttaly” (Smith,
Elder), he describes these cities that
he loves with immense enthusiasm,
but the enthusiasm takes the form
of superabundant description of de-
tail, and too little description of

agination by which alone beauty
can be made vivid through words.
The book is extremely valuable
as information, as history, as a
glorified guide - book to be read
on the spot; but for those who
-have never wvisited the towns of
Lombardy, or who wish to see
them - agdain through the imagina-
tion - of an author who Lknows
them and loves them, the result is
likely to be disappointing.

A benevolent offer likely to be
of - wide-reaching benefit has been
made by the Council of the Na-
tional Institute for the Blind,
Great Portland Street, London, W.
The Institute undertakes to help,

their effect as a whole. Although S _J -as far as practicable, all men who
Mr. Williams sees few things which lose their sight while serving their

do mot ““ dazzle him beyond concep- THE GENTLER SEX, LIKE RECRUITS, ARE INSPIRED BY MARTIAL MUSIC: A BAND OF THE CHURCH GIRLS' country in the war, and requests
tion,” he fails to make us enter NURSING AND AMBULANCE BRIGADE IN REGENT STREET, that the names and addresses of
into his enthusiasm. He stands too Much interest was aroused in London on Saturday afternoon (the 14th) by the brass band of the Church Girly Nursing  all who are desirous of its aid
near the objects of his adoration. and Ambulance Brigade, which marched along Regent Street playing inspiriting airs. The War Office intends fo make more should be forwarded to the Secre-
He cannot see the church for the use of bands to assist iting and st popular enthus i woman also finds inspiration in music tary-General of the Institute.

for her duties in time of war.—[Photograph by‘ Topical.]
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GREAT ADVANCE WITH ORDINARY PETROL.

Spensers’ famous “ Silverlite™ Model fitted with
their “Duplex ™ Carburettor gives wonderful - results.

A 40 - light installation for a
running cost of 1/- per week !

A SOFT BUT PERFECT LIGHT.
Silent Burners with Automatic Lighting Switch render the system perfect.

SPENSERS, The Pioneers of Petrol Gas Lighting,

have fitted up several thousand installations, and in addition have adapted over 100 plants GENT'S
other makes to their system, showing a saving of from 50 to 75 per cent. per annum, BURLINGTON.
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BEWARE OF UMBRELLAS
MADE ON GERMAN FRAMES

WHEN YOU BUY

AN UMBRELLA

INSIST ON HAVING A

FOX’'S FRAME

ENTIRELY BRITISH MADE.

Shoes Price

12/1

Old Remedy That's Always Best
For Liver, Stomach and Bowels

] Liver, Stomach and Bowel remedies have been coming and
going for 50. years, but Carter’s Little Liver Pills keep
ng_(}ilt t(;ln };lgiwr}llg hte};a;li;};; Strtﬁanfth and ?appiness to millions. Lay
aside the harsh ca cs act vi i :
LOOK FOR THESE MARKS and give this old, gentle, sure consti?aael?it(:r{ g;xml:ée}:’r ;ngi;;f)wels
[SFOX&CPLimeDE PARAGON Srac) It's really wonderful how speedily they banish headache,
ON THE FRAME. indigestion, biliousness and nervousness and clear up sallow,
blotchy, pimply skin. Purely vegetable,
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BURLINGTON,
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Blace Kid, 12/11
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Shoes Price

Glace Kid, 10/11
Box Calf, 11/6 \

This choice brand stands in the very forefront

PURCHASE Small Pill, Small Dose, Small Price of ;?ixr‘igl.“ and is a true guarantee of excellence
BRITISH : i i
GENUINE must bear signature i e S L T
Bﬂﬂns AND their perfect fitting and shape-retaining qualities are
a source of pleasure to the most critical wearer.
REFUSE ALL To places where we have no .branch,
. goods will ‘::le senittt by post on Fresg'pt
SUBSTITUTES Femiiances sk e, cost of pesear
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